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A Letter From The President
Hi! My name is Cameron Krummel. I am the founder and President of
Tui’k Ruch’ Lew, which means Helping the Earth in Tzutujil, the native language
of my beloved home, Santiago Atitlan. Growing up here, I never thought there
would be a time I was called upon to serve the lake and the community, but
here we are. First,

I want to thank Journey Latin America (JLA) for their

tremendous support and backing of this project. When I started as an ONIL
stove installer in 2004, it was amazing to see the need for these stoves and the
direct and immediate impact they had on the community. With JLA’s backing,
this project has grown from being a small department to its own NGO! We
thank them for their partnership and look forward to continued collaboration
with them in the future.
Our first year, 2016, has been exciting for everyone at Tui’k Ruch’ Lew. In February, we were registered as a
Guatemalan NGO and officially began ONIL stove installations under our own name in June. Our team has
worked tirelessly to install the ONIL stoves, improve our educational model and maintain the stoves for the
families that we aim to serve. I am humbled and inspired by the hard work this team has put into the project.
Thank you.
Finally, I want to thank YOU, our supporters. From kind words of encouragement to donations, Tui’k Ruch’
Lew wouldn't be nearly as successful without the help and generosity of our many supporters. It is with a
warm heart that I can report to you that Tuik Ruch Lew served over 500 families last year! During our first six
months of operation as Tui’k Ruch’ Lew, the demand for the ONIL stove doesn’t look to be slowing down and
we aren’t looking to slow down either. We can’t thank you enough for your continued support. Keep an eye
on our website as we look to grow and change -- we will be adding new features and updates on the ONIL
stove project as well as other new projects we are developing. Next year we aim for 20 stove installations per
month in addition to maintenance visits and continued education for our participants. If there’s one thing this
project has shown me it is that anything is possible!
~ Meltiox ~

Cameron M. Krummel
President, Founder

Today in Guatemala 70% of families use
biomass (i.e., wood) for home cooking and
heating. The World Health Organization,
WHO, estimates that globally 3-4 million
people die from health complications
associated with indoor air pollution. The
largest source of indoor pollution is open
cooking fires. Open fires admit harmful
smoke, which contains pollutants, including
nitrogen dioxide, and dangerous particulate
matter, which affects both the respiratory
system and eyes. In Guatemala 12% of deaths
of children under five are caused by
pneumonia, an acute lower respiratory
illness associated with smoke inhalation. In
addition to these respiratory health risks,
open fires pose a threat of serious burns to
women and children.
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EPA researchers estimate the lifetime cancer risk from wood smoke to be 12 times greater than from a similar amount of cigarette smoke.© Tuik Ruch Lew
2016 (left) The Tzutujil Maya consider themselves “people of corn” © Judith Haden

According

to

Helps

International,

the

average

Guatemalan family chops down 36 trees/year for use
as a firewood. Tui’k Ruch’ Lew is combating this by
installing ONIL stoves to replace traditional open fires
and educating families how to correctly use and
maintain them. TRL currently cares for

over 2,000

stoves in the Lake Atitlan area -- we include uncared
for, but still functional, stoves from other programs and
their owners as our clients. In the Guatemalan
government's recent report, National Strategy for the
Sustainable Production and Efficient Use of Firewood,

Santiago Atitlan was ranked “highly vulnerable” to
deforestation and currently experiences a wood deficit
of 53,640 cubic meters annually. In one year, families
using the ONIL stove can reduce their firewood
consumption by 70%, saving 24 trees per year and
untold acres of habitat for native species.

“Dawn in the Humid Tropical Forest home of the Resplendent quetzals, Rey Tepepul Park“ Photo; Tui’k

Ruch’ Lew

(left) “Resplendent

Quetzal in Wild Avocado” Photo: Frank Vassen from Brussels, Belgium [CC BY 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia
Commons (right)

In Addition, to the health and environmental risks, wood
fires are simply expensive. The average Guatemalan
family in Santiago Atitlan spends approximately Q500
per month, or $67 USD on firewood. In an area where
extreme poverty is the norm, finding ways for families to
save money is of the utmost importance. Reducing
wood consumption

70% by using an ONIL stove,

families not only save the biodiverse forests and natural
habitat of endemic birds -- plus diverse animal species
-- but also save themselves money in the long run. Even
taking into account the ONIL stove maintenance
schedule, the price of replacement parts doesn’t
compare to the money wasted on wood burned in open
fires or in-efficient stoves.

Our Year in Numbers

Overview
Curious as to what our stove installers have been up to in 2016? Tuik Ruch Lew is proud to present the progress
we have made since our inception in Guatemala as a legally registered NGO. This year, our two-person stove
team completed 131 ONIL stove installations, 29 re-installations, 569 visits to families with stoves,. We
conducted 77 promotion events and made 129 site visits. We averaged 21 stove installations/month and
positively affected the quality of life of approximately 984 new stove owner residents. Our ONIL stove project is
growing, and we have a goal of installing a stove for every family that wants to use one correctly …. some 8000
more stoves in Santiago Atitlan alone!

